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Abstract 



PURPOSETo always obtain the in-focus state at the time of video photographing of an object changing the contrast 
especially by automatically switching plural focus object ranges different in size in accordance with the contrast of the objed. 
CONSTITUTIONS the picture in a selected focus object range A has no contrast, a detection impossibility detecting circuit 
17 detects this state to send a range switching signal to a range designating circuit 13, and the range designating circuit 13 
sends a range designating signal to the control terminal of a gate circuit 14 so that the luminance signal of a focus object 
range B wider than the focus object range A passes through the gate circuit 14. Simultaneously, this automatically switched 
focus object range B is displayed on an EVF 18. If contrast sufficient for focusing cannot be obtained on the picture in the 
focus object range B, the range switching signal is sent to the range designating circuit 13 from the detection impossibility 
detecting circuit 17 similarly, and the gate circuit 14 is so controlled that the luminance signal of a focus object range C wider 
than the focus object range B passes through the circuit 14, and simultaneously, the focus object range C is displayed on the 
EVF 18 instead of the range B. 
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